Three National Parks of Southeast Cameroon

WWF Jengi Southeast Forests Program covers a surface area of more than 2.7 million hectares. It comprises three national parks:

· Lobeke- 217,854 hectares

· Boumba-Bek – 238,255 hectares

· Nki – 309,362 hectares

These parks are found within same ecosystem and overlooking each other. There are however some interesting biophysical features that differentiate the parks. 

Lobeke national park 

Location

Lobeke National Park was created on March 19, 2001.

It is located in Moloundou Subdivision, Boumba et Ngoko Division, East Province of Cameroon.

Lobeke lies between latitude 2˚05 to 2˚30 north and longitude 15˚33 to 16˚11 east of the equator.

Lobeke national park is contiguous to Dzanga Sangha park in Central African Republic, Nouabale Ndoki national park in Republic of Congo Brazzaville. The three parks constitute the famous tri-national de la Sangha transboundary conservation initiative.

Climate

The climate is typically equatorial with four seasons. 

The area witnesses 1,500 mm of rainfall every year, with heavy downpour between September and November.

Population 

The population density in the villages around Lobeke is very low with less than one person per sq. km.

About 15,436 people live in some 24 villages bordering the park. The main ethnic groups as Bantus and Baka pygmies with Bantus further split in two tribal lineages namely Bangandos and Bakwele There is also a huge immigrant population attracted by timber, wildlife and natural resources in the region.

There is huge pressure on natural resources in Lobeke mainly from numerous stakeholders operating in bordering forest areas. There are five logging concessions, three community hunting zones and three professional hunting outfits located in peripheries of the park.

Forest clearings (bais) 

A unique feature of Lobeke is its vast fields of forest clearing locally known by Baka name of ‘bais’. More than 14 bais are found in Lobeke. These bais attract large mammals as elephants and great apes. They have huge ecotourism potentials if properly managed. Seven bais namely Bolo, Djaloumbe, Djangui, Ndangaye, Ngoa, Petite Savane and Samba are systematically monitored in Lobeke by game guards and ecological monitoring teams to document animal activities. 

Wildlife

Lobeke harbours some of the highest densities of forest mammals in the Congo basin. For example, an estimated population of 2000 elephants and 3000 gorillas are found in Lobeke. More than 62 different fish species are found in waters in the area, 335 bird species and thousands of African grey parrots!

Boumba-Bek National Park

Location

Boumba-Bek National Park is located in the extreme Southeast of Cameroon between latitude 2˚09 to 2˚20 north and longitude 15˚35 to 15˚50 east. It covers a surface area of 238,255 hectares.

Boumba-Bek is sandwiched between two small towns, Yokadouma and Moloundou in the department of Boumba et Ngoko, East Province of Cameroon.

Climate

The region witnesses a typical equatorial climate with four seasons. 

The climate and topography is same as in Lobeke. 

Population 

· Some 33,169 people live around Boumba-Bek National Park.

· The population can be divided into three different categories:

· Indigenous population is made up of Baka Pygmies and Bantus (Kounabembe, Bangando, Bakwele, Mbomam, Essel, Mbimo, Mpong-Mpong) 

· The non-indigenous population is made up of workers of logging companies who live in logging towns closer to sawmills. 

· Then there are Muslim merchants from the north of Cameroon, neighbouring countries and Mauritania. 

Forest clearings and wildlife

There are 16 bais in Boumba-Bek with four currently monitored for large mammals activities.

The park is rich in wildlife species notably forest buffaloes easily sighted grazing in the rocky clearings of the park. Boumba Bek alongside Nki were gazetted as national parks in October 2005. 

Nki National Park

Location

· Nki National Park, is situated between latitude 2˚05 to 2˚50 north and longitude 14˚05 and 14˚50 east of the equator.

· Nki covers a surface area of 309,365 hectares and straddles across two administrative units in the East province namely Ngoyla in Haut Nyon and Moloundou in Boumba et Ngoko Division.

· Unlike Lobeke and Boumba-Bek, Nki is very hilly and largely inaccessible. This has helped maintain most of its pristine forest and beauty.

 Climate

· The climate is equatorial with temperature varying between 23,1˚C and 25˚C with an average annual temperature of 24˚C.

· Relative humidity varies between 60 and 90% while annual rainfall is 1500mm per year.

Population

· Some 22882 people live around Nki 

· The population is made up of mostly Baka Pygmies and ethnic Bantus who include, Djems, Bangandos, Bakwele and Zime.

· Non-indigenous workers of logging companies and traders also make up sizeable chunk of the population.

· Living some 40km away from the main towns in the area, Yokadouma, Moloundou and Lomie, the population is essentially rural.

· The villages are largely homogeneous as there are only few non-natives who are either civil servants or traders.

Forest clearings

About 73 bais have been censored in Nki with 6; Ikwa, Badangue, Mbiado, Sokolimbombo, Teke and Metouke currently monitored for large mammals activities. The most sighted animals in these bais are elephants, gorillas, sitatunga and buffaloes. 

Wildlife

There has been an impressive increase in elephant numbers in Nki from 1,547 in 1998 to 3,000 in 2006. There is also a huge population of gorillas estimated at 6000 adult individuals in the park. The Ikwa bai harbours huge populations of elephants, buffaloes, gorillas and several other wildlife species. This bai is almost untouched and out of civilization! 

