
To the attention of: 

Tamara Weingerl Požar, Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative, Slovenian 

Presidency  

Grace O’Sullivan MEP, European Parliament rapporteur 

Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries 

7 October 2021 

Subject: From vision to action – Towards an EU wellbeing economy with support of the 

8th Environment Action Programme  

Dear Ambassador Weingerl Požar, 

Dear MEP O’Sullivan, 

Dear Commissioner Sinkevičius, 

Ahead of crucial political negotiations to adopt the 8th Environment Action Programme (EAP), 

our organisations are calling on you to seize the opportunity of these talks to help shape an EU 

wellbeing economy in which progress is redefined and social and environmental value fully 

recognised.  

In the process to adopt the EU’s 8th EAP, all three institutions have put forward the need for 

economic transformation to address the ongoing climate, environmental and health crises, 

whether that is through a ‘sustainable wellbeing economy’, an ‘economy of wellbeing’ or a 

‘regenerative economy’. These positions represent a critical opportunity to build political 

consensus around this concept. 

However, to make such a bold common vision a reality, we need to move the discussion beyond 

technical monitoring and indicator frameworks and spark a high level political reflection and 

commitment on which measures to use to drive policy-making. The problem is not that we lack 

data or measurements, but rather that this knowledge is not consistently applied in policy-

making. 

Earlier this year, Member States signed the Porto Declaration, in wish they welcomed a joint 

proposal by the European Social Partners for an alternative set of indicators to measure 

economic, social and environmental progress, supplementing Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

And in its 2020 Foresight Report, the Commission expressed support for a paradigm shift which 

should lead to an integrated approach to measuring wellbeing1.  

                                                
1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/strategic_foresight_report_2020_1_0.pdf 



The 8th EAP presents the opportunity for the EU institutions to build on these initiatives and 

take the much needed first steps to go from vision to action. Indeed, the European Parliament 

has called on the Commission to ‘present a report in which it would identify the interlinkages 

between the various indicator sets, monitoring frameworks and processes in use at Union level 

that measure social, economic and environmental progress, with the aim of developing a 

comprehensive dashboard of 'beyond GDP' indicators to guide and inform future policy 

making’2. This ask is separate from the 8th EAP’s monitoring framework which exclusively looks 

at environmental indicators.  

This strong position must be reflected in the final 8th EAP. Rather than leading to an additional 

framework, this ‘Beyond GDP’ report by the European Commission should bring together and 

summarise the existing initiatives to measure progress, such as the European Semester, the 

Eurostat SDG monitoring report, the EU Social Scoreboard, the Resilience Dashboard and the 

8th EAP and European Green Deal monitoring framework itself. Most importantly, this report 

must provide the impetus for a political debate at all levels of society in order to forge a 

consensus on the headline indicators to track when pursuing societal progress that goes 

beyond economic growth – and how these can guide all EU policy-making. 

We urge all three institutions to support this call in the 8th EAP trilogues. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ester Asin, Director, WWF European Policy Office 

Jeremy Wates, Secretary General, European Environmental Bureau 

Peter Schmidt, President of the Section for Agriculture, Rural Development and the 

Environment, European Economic and Social Committee 

Jagoda Munić, Director, Friends of the Earth Europe 

Dr David Somekh, Network Director, European Health Futures Forum 

Amanda Janoo, Knowledge & Policy Lead, Wellbeing Economy Alliance (WEAll) 

Louis Lostis, All Policies for a Healthy Europe 

Louise Simon, Climate & Company 

 

 

                                                
2 European Parliament amendments to the 8th EAP, Article 3 – paragraph 1 a (new), Amendment 95 


